
October 3, 2018 

AGENDA FOR REGULAR MEETING  
OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

OF THE PALMDALE WATER DISTRICT 
to be held at the District’s office at 2029 East Avenue Q, Palmdale 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2018 
6:00 p.m. 

NOTES: To comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act, to participate in any Board 
meeting please contact Dawn Deans at 661-947-4111 x1003 at least 48 hours prior to a 
Board meeting to inform us of your needs and to determine if accommodation is feasible. 

Additionally, an interpreter will be made available to assist the public in making 
comments under Agenda Item No. 4 and any action items where public input is offered 
during the meeting if requested at least 48 hours before the meeting.  Please call Dawn 
Deans at 661-947-4111 x1003 with your request. (PWD Rules and Regulations Section 
4.03.1 (c) )  

Adicionalmente, un intérprete estará disponible para ayudar al público a hacer 
comentarios bajo la sección No. 4 en la agenda y cualquier elemento de acción donde 
se ofrece comentarios al público durante la reunión, siempre y cuando se solicite con 48 
horas de anticipación de la junta directiva. Por favor de llamar Dawn Deans al 661-947-
4111 x1003 con su solicitud. (PWD reglas y reglamentos sección 4.03.1 (c) ) 

Agenda item materials, as well as materials related to agenda items submitted after 
distribution of the agenda packets, are available for public review at the District’s office 
located at 2029 East Avenue Q, Palmdale (Government Code Section 54957.5). Please call 
Dawn Deans at 661-947-4111 x1003 for public review of materials. 

PUBLIC COMMENT GUIDELINES:  The prescribed time limit per speaker is three-
minutes.  Please refrain from public displays or outbursts such as unsolicited 
applause, comments, or cheering.  Any disruptive activities that substantially 
interfere with the ability of the District to carry out its meeting will not be permitted 
and offenders will be requested to leave the meeting. (PWD Rules and Regulations, 
Appendix DD, Sec. IV.A.) 

Each item on the agenda shall be deemed to include any appropriate motion, resolution, or 
ordinance to take action on any item. 

1) Pledge of Allegiance/Moment of Silence.

2) Roll Call.

3) Adoption of Agenda.
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4) Public comments for non-agenda items.

5) Presentations:

5.1) Presentation on the status of the Upper Amargosa Recharge Project. (Chuck
Heffernan, City of Palmdale, Director of Public Works) 

6) Action Items - Consent Calendar (The public shall have an opportunity to comment on
any action item on the Consent Calendar as the Consent Calendar is considered
collectively by the Board of Directors prior to action being taken.)

6.1) Approval of minutes of regular meeting held September 25, 2018.

6.2) Payment of bills for October 8, 2018.

6.3) Approve absence of Director Dino from September 25, 2018 Regular Board
Meeting due to District-related conference attendance. (General Counsel Dunn) 

6.4) Approve absence of Director Estes from September 25, 2018 Regular Board 
Meeting due to illness. (General Counsel Dunn)  

7) Action Items - Action Calendar (The public shall have an opportunity to comment on any
action item as each item is considered by the Board of Directors prior to action being
taken.)

7.1) Consideration and possible action on appeal of determination on August 2018
water use and bill for account no. 45705057 – 1013842. (General Manager 
LaMoreaux) 

7.2) Consideration and possible action on authorizing a contract with Geo-Consultants 
of San Jose, California to conduct a program of sonar (electrotelluric) soundings 
to determine depth to bedrock and suitable water bearing aquifers for the 
Palmdale Regional Groundwater Recharge Project ($48,500 – Non-Budgeted – 
Engineering/Grant Manager Riley) 

7.3) Consideration and possible action on rescheduling first Regular Board Meeting in 
November due to the Veteran’s Day Holiday. (No budget impact – General 
Manager LaMoreaux) 

7.4) Consideration and possible action on revision to Article 4.12 of the District’s 
Rules and Regulations to clarify the use of shirts or any items containing the 
District’s logo for campaign purposes tabled from September 10, 2018 Regular 
Board Meeting. (No Budget Impact – Director Alvarado/General Counsel Dunn) 

7.5) Discussion of Directors staying within their annual budgets. (Director Mac Laren) 

7.6) Discussion of the effect of unexcused absences on Director activities. (General 
Counsel Dunn) 

7.7) Consideration and possible action on authorization of the following conferences, 
seminars, and training sessions for Board and staff attendance within budget 
amounts previously approved in the 2018 Budget:  

a) A.W.W.A. Water Quality Technology Conference 2018 to be held
November 11 – 15, 2018 in Toronto, Ontario, Canada.
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8) Information Items:   

 8.1) Reports of Directors:   

  a) Meetings/General Report. 

b) Standing Committee/Assignment Reports (Chair):  

 1)  None 

8.2) Report of General Manager. 

 8.3) Report of General Counsel. 

9) Break prior to closed session. 

10) Public comments on closed session agenda matters. 

11) Closed session under: 

11.1) Conference with Legal Counsel – Existing Litigation: A closed session will be 
held, pursuant to Government Code §54956.9 (d)(1), to confer with Special 
Litigation Counsel regarding existing litigation to which the District is a party.  
The title of such litigation is as follows: Antelope Valley Ground Water Cases. 

12) Public report of any action taken in closed session. 

13) Board members' requests for future agenda items. 

14) Adjournment. 
 

 
DENNIS D. LaMOREAUX,  
General Manager 
 
DDL/dd 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Upper Amargosa 
Creek Flood Control, 
Recharge, and Habitat 
Restoration Project 
City of Palmdale 

Project Update October 2018
No. 1400080 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 5.1



Upper Amargosa Creek Flood Control, 
Recharge, and Habitat Restoration 
Project 

Overview - Overall project has two 
construction elements: 
• Project B – UAC Turnout and 48-

Inch Conveyance Pipeline Project 
o Structural Connection to the 

Aqueduct and  
o Pipeline to transfer water from 

the Aqueduct to the Recharge 
Basins 

• Project C – UAC Realignment, 
Recharge Basins and Restoration 
Project 
o The recharge basins, creek re-

alignment and restoration/park 
area. 

 



Project B – Aqueduct Turnout Structure 
and Pipeline  

• Turnout located within Pool 52 per DWR 

Pool 52 Relocated 
Turnout Location 

48-Inch Conveyance 
Pipeline 

Recharge 
Realignment and 
Restoration Project 



Project B – Aqueduct Turnout and Pipeline 
Example of 48-Inch Conveyance Pipeline 

• Alignment – 
beginning at the 
DWR Pool 52 of the 
Aqueduct traversing 
down City Ranch 
Road, then east on 
Elizabeth Lake 
Road to the 
Recharge Ponds.  



Project C – Realignment, Recharge 
Basins and Restoration Project 
The recharge basins, creek re-alignment and 
park area. Conceptual Simulation 



Existing Conditions 



Proposed Improvements w/Future 
Buildout 



Project Status October 2018 
Projects 
• August 07 2018 – City Council awarded Upper 

Amargosa Creek Turnout and Pipeline Project (PN 
591-B) to Nicholas Construction, Inc. for the amount of 
$6,036,500. The following is an estimate of anticipated  

     expenditures for this project No. 591-B: 
 
 
 
 

• On October 2, 2018, City Council will award the Upper 
Amargosa Creek Recharge, Realignment and Habitat 
Restoration Project (PN 591-C) in the amount of 
$5,894,440, to Bowe Contractors, Inc. 

 Description 
PN 591-B Construction Contract 
PN 591-B Contingency (15%) 
Contract CM & Inspection 
Labor Compliance 
Legal Advertising 
City Administration 
Total 

Estimated Cost 
$6,036,500 

$909,525 
$372,667 

15,100 
2,853 

$100,000 
$7,436,645 



Project Status October, 2018 

 Description Estimated Cost 
PN 591-B Total Construction Costs 
(awarded 8/2018) 

$7,436,645 

PN 591-C Construction Contract $5,894,440 
PN 591-C Contingency  $114,185 
PN 591-C Contract CM & Inspection $954,840 
PN 591-C Labor Compliance $20,160 

PN 591-C Legal Advertising $2,853 

PN 591-C City Administration $25,000 

 
The following is an estimate of anticipated expenditures for this Project No. 591-C : 

 

Total Construction Costs $14,448,123 



Project Schedule 2018 

• Project B – UAC Aqueduct Turnout and 48-Inch 
Conveyance Pipeline Project 

• Pre-construction meeting was on September 25th, 
2018. 

• RFIs and cofferdam plans were submitted to AECOM 
(CM) and  DWR and were approved. 

• October 15, 2018 – Mobilization 

• November 15, 2018, install the cofferdam; Start 
construction. 

 

 
 



Project Schedule 2018 

Project C – UAC Realignment, Recharge Basins and 
Restoration Project 

• October 2nd, 2018- Award by City Council. 

• *Possible pre-Construction meeting week of October 
15th. 

• *Bowe submittals to PSOMAS (CM). 

• *Compliance with EIR. 

 

* These dates are tentative.  
 



Project Schedule 2018 

• Critical Dates for Project B – Turnout and pipeline 
o 78 calendar days (50 working days) allotted for 

“aqueduct turnout construction” within the canal 
from November 15, 2018 to January 31, 2019.  

 
• Critical Dates for Project C – Recharge, Flood Control 

o November 1, 2018 to March 1 2019. CDFW 
considers this period the Wet Season. In 
accordance with permit requirements, construction 
can proceed in creek areas when no surface water 
is present. 



Project Costs 

• Estimated Total Cost of the project is 
$17,000,000. Contributions are; 

• $6,500,000 from Prop 1E 
• $5,000,000 from AVEK, L.A. County 

Waterworks, and PWD 
• City of Palmdale has contributed 

approximately $3,898,000 to date 



Project Costs (cont.) 

• AVEK has contributed $276,938 to date.  
• PWD has contributed $138,469 to date.  
• Waterworks has contributed $138,469 to 

date.  
• City of Palmdale has contributed 

$898,000 for design and approx. 
$3,000,000 towards environmental, 
wages, 5 monitoring wells, property 
acquisitions, studies, etc. 



Project Costs (cont.) 
• Current construction cost estimate is 

$12,954,650* 
• Total Project Cost Estimate $17,000,000  
• 72% of costs is for recharge facilities 
• 16% of costs is for flood control  
• 12% of costs is for habitat restoration 
 
*Bids from Nicholas and Bowe with contingencies.  
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DATE: October 1, 2018    October 8, 2018 

TO: BOARD OF DIRECTORS Board Meeting

FROM: Mr. Dennis D. LaMoreaux, General Manager 

RE: AGENDA ITEM NO. 6.3 – APPROVE ABSENCE OF DIRECTOR DINO 
FROM SEPTEMBER 25, 2018 REGULAR BOARD MEETING DUE TO 
DISTRICT-RELATED CONFERENCE ATTENDANCE. (GENERAL 
COUNSEL DUNN) 

Director Dino was absent from the September 25, 2018 Regular Board Meeting. 
Agenda Item No. 6.3 has been placed on the Consent Calendar to excuse this absence 
pursuant to Section 4.07.2 of the District’s Rules and Regulations which states, “The 
Board shall excuse absences by approving such absences pursuant to the Consent 
Calendar at the next regular Board meeting.”  

AGENDA ITEM NO. 6.3
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DATE: October 1, 2018    October 8, 2018 

TO: BOARD OF DIRECTORS Board Meeting

FROM: Mr. Dennis D. LaMoreaux, General Manager 

RE: AGENDA ITEM NO. 6.4 – APPROVE ABSENCE OF DIRECTOR ESTES 
FROM SEPTEMBER 25, 2018 REGULAR BOARD MEETING DUE TO 
ILLNESS. (GENERAL COUNSEL DUNN) 

Director Estes was absent from the September 25, 2018 Regular Board Meeting. 
Agenda Item No. 6.4 has been placed on the Consent Calendar to excuse this absence 
pursuant to Section 4.07.2 of the District’s Rules and Regulations which states, “The 
Board shall excuse absences by approving such absences pursuant to the Consent 
Calendar at the next regular Board meeting.”  

AGENDA ITEM NO. 6.4
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DATE: October 1, 2018 October 8, 2018 

TO: BOARD OF DIRECTORS Board Meeting 
FROM: Mr. Dennis D. LaMoreaux, General Manager 

RE: AGENDA ITEM NO. 7.1 – CONSIDERATION AND POSSIBLE ACTION 
ON APPEAL OF DETERMINATION ON AUGUST 2018 WATER USE 
AND BILL FOR ACCOUNT NO. 45705057 - 1013842 

Recommendation: 

Staff recommends the denial of the appeal. 

Impact of Taking No Action: 

The September 19, 2018 Determination that upheld the validity of the water meter 
reads and bill calculations will stand.  Staff has made a payment plan for Mr. and Mrs. 
Sykes for the $575.50 August 2018 water bill and has offered the do the same for the 
$223.94 September 2018 water bill.  This payment plan(s) will be honored. 

Background: 

Finance Department staff requested a reread on the above-referenced account on 
August 9, 2018 after noticing an unusually high amount of usage from the regular read on 
August 7, 2018.  The meter read was confirmed and the account’s bill was processed. 
The Tier 1 and Tier 2 total allocation for the billing period was 34.48 units.  The usage 
was 119 units.  This caused a bill amount of $575.50.  Additionally, a voicemail message 
was left for the customer on August 15, 2018 advising them of the unusually high amount 
of water use. 

Customer Care staff worked with the customer at the property on August 21, 23, 
and 30.  These field visits looked for leaks, gave water use advice, and checked the 
accuracy of the water meter.  The calibration test showed the water meter was performing 
within industry standards. 

Customer Care staff also downloaded the water use information saved by the 
electronic equipment connected to the water meter.  This data shows the amount of water 
use on an hourly basis for over thirty (30) days.  The information was available from July 
20, 2018 through August 29, 2018.  It showed a pattern of high water use to August 18, 
2018.  The pattern changed on that day to substantially less water use.  This is shortly 
after the voicemail message regarding high water use was left for the customer.   

AGENDA ITEM NO. 7.1
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Summary: 

A letter from the customer was received on August 23, 2018 protesting the 
$575.50 water bill and stating there had been no changes to water use patterns.  I 
reviewed the situation and issued a letter with the details of the review on September 19, 
2018.  The review included all the water meter reads taken throughout July, August, and 
September, office and Field Customer Care notes, the account’s water use history, and 
the hourly water use information.  It showed the water meter was working properly, all 
calculations were completed correctly, and there was a change in water use after the 
customer was notified of unusually high amount of water use. 

The unusually high amount of water registered through the water meter could be 
from several causes.  The field visits showed it was not a leak or a malfunctioning water 
meter.  It appears to be due to landscape watering.  The account’s history shows a pattern 
of using more water than allocated, though not as high as the bill in question.  The 
Determination also offers a water use audit to assist the customer and help bring the 
water use closer to its allocation. 

Strategic Plan Element: 

This is part of Strategic Initiative 6, Customer Care and Advocacy. 

Budget: 

No substantial effect. 

Supporting Documents: 

 Mr. Sykes letter dated September 27, 2018 requesting a Board hearing;
 District Determination letter dated September 19, 2018 and following

attachments:

The Sykes’ letter dated August 23, 2018 

“Customer Account Summary” Table 

“Summary of Hourly Data from Water Meter – 2018” Table 

Section 8.04 H – Disputed Bills from the Palmdale Water District Rules 
and Regulations 
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DATE: October 1, 2018 October 8, 2018 

TO: BOARD OF DIRECTORS Board Meeting 
FROM: Mr. James A. Riley, Engineering/Grant Manager 

VIA: Mr. Dennis D. LaMoreaux, General Manager 
Mr. Adam Ly, Assistant General Manager 

RE: AGENDA ITEM NO. 7.2   – CONSIDERATION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON 
AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH GEO-CONSULTANTS OF SAN JOSE, 
CALIFORNIA TO CONDUCT A PROGRAM OF SONAR (ELECTROTELLURIC) 
SOUNDINGS TO DETERMINE DEPTH TO BEDROCK AND SUITABLE 
WATER BEARING AQUIFERS FOR THE PALMDALE REGIONAL 
GROUNDWATER RECHARGE AND RECOVERY PROJECT ($48,500 – NON-
BUDGETED – ENGINEERING/GRANT MANAGER RILEY) 

Recommendation: 

Staff recommends that the Board: 

Approve a contract with Geo-Consultants to conduct a program of sonar (electrotelluric) soundings 
to determine depth to bedrock and suitable water bearings aquifers for the Palmdale Groundwater 
Recharge and Recovery Project in the amount of $48,500. 

Alternative Options: 

The Board could choose to not approve the contract. 

Impact of Taking No Action: 

The viability of the present recharge site for groundwater recharge would continue to have an 
element of uncertainty. 

Background: 

Work began on the Palmdale Groundwater Recharge and Recovery Project in 2014.  A preliminary 
design report was completed in 2015, and a final environmental report was completed in June 
2016.  Test wells and a test recharge basin were constructed at the proposed recharge site in May 
2017.  To verify the capability of the soil to remove certain water quality constituents, soil samples 
were collected from the potential recharge site.  The soil samples were placed in 6-inch and 8-inch 
diameter 8 to 10 feet high clear plastic tubes in Trussell Technologies laboratory in Pasadena. 
Reclaimed water from the Palmdale Water Reclamation Plant was then introduced into the soil 
columns  and  data was collected over a period of several weeks.  Initial  results of data relating to 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 7.2
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Total Organic Carbon (TOC) and N-nitrosodimethylamine (NDMA) removal from the soil column 
tests in the laboratory has yielded results in which the percent of removal of the two constituents 
is significantly lower than what is normally acceptable. These test results have led to the District 
having concerns relating to the overall viability of the site for a full-scale groundwater recharge 
project. 

To develop a higher level of confidence in whether to proceed with design and construction of the 
facilities at the proposed site or to seek an alternate site, the District desires to seek a second 
opinion on the hydrogeological conditions through use of sonar technology to locate underground 
barriers to the potential recharge site and to better locate future production wells. 

Strategic Plan Initiative/Mission Statement: 

This item is under Strategic Initiative No. 1 – Water Supply Reliability 

This item directly relates to the District’s Mission Statement. 

Budget: 

This project is a Non-Budgeted Item. 

Supporting Documents: 

 Proposal and Scope of Work from Geo-Consultants
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DATE: October 1, 2018 October 8, 2018 

TO: BOARD OF DIRECTORS Board Meeting 

FROM: Mr. Dennis D. LaMoreaux, General Manager 

RE: AGENDA ITEM NO. 7.3 – CONSIDERATION AND POSSIBLE ACTION 
ON RESCHEDULING FIRST REGULAR BOARD MEETING IN 
NOVEMBER DUE TO THE VETERAN’S DAY HOLIDAY. (NO BUDGET 
IMPACT – GENERAL MANAGER LaMOREAUX)  

Recommendation: 

Staff recommends the first regular Board meeting in November be rescheduled due to the 
Veteran’s Day holiday.   

Alternative Options: 

There are no alternative options. 

Background: 

The first regular Board meeting in November falls on November 12, 2018, which is a 
holiday for the District due to Veteran’s Day.   

Strategic Plan Initiative/Mission Statement: 

This work is part of Strategic Initiative No. 3 – Systems Efficiency. 
This item directly relates to the District’s Mission Statement. 

Budget: 

This item will not impact the Budget.  

Supporting Documents: 

None. 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 7.3
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DATE: October 2, 2018 October 8, 2018 

TO: BOARD OF DIRECTORS Regular Board Meeting 
FROM: Mr. Dennis D. LaMoreaux, General Manager 

RE: AGENDA ITEM NO. 7.4 – CONSIDERATION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON 
REVISION OF ARTICLE 4.12 OF THE DISTRICT’S RULES AND 
REGULATIONS TO CLARIFY THE USE OF SHIRTS OR ANY ITEMS 
CONTAINING THE DISTRICT’S LOGO FOR CAMPAIGN PURPOSES TABLED 
FROM SEPTEMBER 10, 2018 REGULAR BOARD MEETING. (NO BUDGET 
IMPACT – DIRECTOR ALVARADO) 

Recommendation: 
Staff recommends Article 4.12 of the District’s Rules and Regulations be revised to clarify the use 
of shirts or any items containing the District’s logo for campaign purposes. 

Alternative Options: 
The Board cannot approve the revision.  

Impact of Taking No Action: 
The Rules and Regulations will not change. 

Background: 
Article 4.12 of the District’s Rules and Regulations needs to be revised to provide clarity on the 
use of shirts or any items containing the District’s logo for campaign and/or political purposes.   

Strategic Plan Initiative/Mission Statement: 
This item is under Strategic Initiative No. 5 – Regional Leadership. 
This item directly relates to the District’s Mission Statement. 

Budget: 
This revision will not affect the budget. 

Supporting Documents: 
 Revised Section 4.12 of the District’s Rules and Regulations.

AGENDA ITEM NO. 7.4
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DATE: October 2, 2018 October 8, 2018 

TO: BOARD OF DIRECTORS Regular Board Meeting 
FROM: Mr. Dennis D. LaMoreaux, General Manager 

RE: AGENDA ITEM NO. 7.5 – DISCUSSION OF DIRECTORS STAYING WITHIN 
THEIR ANNUAL BUDGETS. (DIRECTOR MAC LAREN) 

Recommendation: 
Staff has no recommendation on this item. 

Background: 
Page 27 of the 2018 Budget indicating Director’s budgets, Article 4.07.3 – Director Compensation, 
Article 4.07.4 – Director Expenses, Article 4.07.5 – Reports to Governing Board, and Appendix 
V – Guidelines for Director Compensated Meetings and Activities and Director Meeting Report 
Form are attached to assist with discussion on this item.  

Strategic Plan Initiative/Mission Statement: 
This item is under Strategic Initiative No. 5 – Regional Leadership. 
This item directly relates to the District’s Mission Statement. 

Budget: 
This discussion will not affect the budget. 

Supporting Documents: 
 Page 27 of 2018 Budget
 Articles 4.07.3, 4.07.4, 4.07.5, and Appendix V of the District’s Rules and Regulations

AGENDA ITEM NO. 7.5
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DATE: October 2, 2018 October 8, 2018 

TO: BOARD OF DIRECTORS Regular Board Meeting 
FROM: Mr. Dennis D. LaMoreaux, General Manager 

RE: AGENDA ITEM NO. 7.6 – DISCUSSION OF THE EFFECT OF UNEXCUSED 
ABSENCES ON DIRECTOR ACTIVITIES. (GENERAL COUNSEL DUNN) 

Recommendation: 
Staff has no recommendation on this item. 

Background: 
Article 4.07.2 – Participation in Official Business of the District is attached to assist with 
discussion on this item.  

Strategic Plan Initiative/Mission Statement: 
This item is under Strategic Initiative No. 5 – Regional Leadership. 
This item directly relates to the District’s Mission Statement. 

Budget: 
This discussion will not affect the budget. 

Supporting Documents: 
 Article 4.07.2 of the District’s Rules and Regulations

AGENDA ITEM NO. 7.6
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